
EU MUST STOP INCENTIVISING 
BURNING TREES FOR ENERGY

BIOMASS ENERGY IS EXPENSIVE:1

THAN BURNING  
FOSSIL FUELS2

€40 BN

Climate scientists say to have any  
hope of fighting climate change,  
we must dramatically increase  
the amount of CO2 taken up and 
stored in forests. So why is the  
EU burning forests for fuel?

The EU pays billions in subsidies for burning trees in 
power plants under the Renewable Energy Directive  
(RED) and calls it renewable, like solar and wind.

But burning wood for energy is dirty and 
destructive and harms our climate and our forests.

MEPs should end € billions in renewable energy 
subsidies for burning forest biomass.

Wasting at least

of public money

CO2 from burning forest biomass for 
energy is released quickly and trees  
re-grow too slowly to meet climate goals3

BURNING FOREST  
BIOMASS PRODUCES

ENERGY FROM FOREST BIOMASS  
IS NOT RENEWABLE

MORE CO2

BURNING FOREST  
BIOMASS INCREASES  

CO2 EMISSIONS 

Incentives to burn forest  
biomass under the RED have

BURNING FORESTS DOESN’T IMPROVE EU ENERGY SECURITY

INCREASED LOGGING
across Europe leading to more 
degradation of forests and nature.4

To replace ...would require burning

of Russian  
fossil fuel imports

more EU  
wood5
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STOP

STOP

STOP

LET’S SAVE OUR FORESTS FOR OUR FUTURE 
paying billions to burn  
our forests for energy;

incentives for burning  
primary woody biomass.

calling this ‘renewable’

WE NEED TO GROW MORE FORESTS, NOT BURN THEM FOR ENERGY. 
MEPS MUST TAKE FOREST BIOMASS OUT OF THE  

RENEWABLE ENERGY DIRECTIVE.

The EU can achieve its net zero 
targets without subsidising  
this dirty energy

EU CITIZENS WANT TO PROTECT FORESTS AND THEIR HEALTH:

of citizens 
interviewed 
agreed we 
should protect 
nature6

of EU particle 
pollution is from 
 burning wood 
and other 
biomass7

96% 50%

Primary woody biomass 
(“forest” biomass),  
is unprocessed wood,  
from trees that have  
just been cut.

WHAT IS PRIMARY WOODY BIOMASS?

The Industry Committe’s report on the RED proposes to stop  
subsidies and incentives for using most primary woody biomass.

About half of the 
harvested wood burned 
in the EU comes 
directly from forests, 
contributing to forest 
destruction.8

50%
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